A case of classical Kaposi's sarcoma in B-cell chronic lymphocytic leukemia (B-CLL).
We report a case of classical Kaposi's sarcoma (KS) in a patient affected by B-cell chronic lymphocytic leukemia for 2 years and who had not received any antiblastic treatment. At the ultrastructural analysis the leukemic cell showed rather immature features, and the immunologic phenotype (absence of detectable cytoplasmic Ig, and expression only of the DR, B2 and IgD lambda molecules on the surface membrane) proved its intermediate level of maturity, its monoclonality and relative rarity. The patient presented a complex immunologic deficiency, revealed not only by the monoclonality of the B lymphocytes and their low degree of maturity, but also by the almost total absence of T helper lymphocytes, by the high reduction in NK activity, by the very scarce proliferative response to the polyclonal mitogens PHA, ConA and PWM, and by a complete anergy to the skin test of delayed reactivity. The search for antibodies against the viruses EBV, CMV, HTLV-I and HTLV-III in the serum was negative. At the HLA typing, the patient was DR5, as are most classical KS and/or B-CLL patients. The data are discussed in relation to documented non-casual association between B-CLL and KS. We stress that immunosuppression may play an important role in the pathogenesis of both diseases and the possibility of their being conditioned by common genetic HLA-associated factors of predisposition.